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about it a little last night, and I'm going to refer you to the
b r i gh t b l u e s h e e t t h a t I p a s se d o u t , i f y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d i n
thi s d i s cu ss i o n , a nd t h i s i s a p ag e f r om t he c ommu n i t y
cor r e c t i o ns wo r k i n g g r ou p f i na l r ep o r t t h a t Se n a t o r B r a sh e a r ,
Senator Bourne, and Senator Dwite Pedersen ~orked on. A nd my
concern , a s I sa i d l a s t n i g h t , i s mor e o f a n ad mi s s i o n s
front-end issue than back-end issue, I gu e s s for lack o f a
better description, in the criminal justice corrections system.
And one o f t h e f i nd i ng s o f t he wo r k i ng g r o u p i s l i s t e d h e r e an d
I' ve underlined i t and it 's ref erring t o t he se n t e n c i n g
structures of the state, and I was going to ask Senator Brashear
th i s b ut I d o n ' t se e h i m o n t h e f l o o r , b u t I b e l i ev e I ' m co r r e c t
i n s a y i n g t h a t L B 4 6 d o e sn ' t g e t t o an y n e w se n t e n c i n g s t r u c t u r e
issues, a l t h o ugh t h e c ommiss ion g r oup t h a t ' s fo r med i s suppo s e d
to be mak ing recommendations . They aren ' t going to be able to
get there and get those bills passed in time to have significant
i mpact on p e op l e c o ming i n t o t he cor r e c t i o n sys t em by a year
from n ow . And wha t t h i s t e l l s u s , an d t h i s i s t h e d a t a t ha t we
need to be considering, we can talk about trying to parole
p eople ear l i er and so f o r t h , b ut i f you w a n t t o ha v e i m pac t o n
t he number o f p e o p l e i n t he sys t e m you h ave t o g e t t o t he i s sue
of admissions. And the reports says, in terms of projections,
t wo critical variables exist. One is admissions and th e oth e r
i s l e ng t h o f s t ay . I n t e r ms o f r e du c i n g p r i so n p o p u l a t i on , o f
t he t w o , ad m i s s i o ns i s t h e v a r i ab l e wh i c h ha s t h e b i g g e s t
effec t . For e xamp l e , i f t he r e i s no chang e t o ad m is s i o n s
pol i cy , a n d t h i s i s sent e n c i n g s t r u c t u r e s , but t he l engt h of
stay is reduced by two mont hs, which wo uld b e the parole
process, it is estimated that DCS w i ll be at 161 pe rcent of
capacity by 2007. We ' re at 130 percent of capacity, design
capaci t y , t hi s year . Tha t ' s ho w f as t i t ' s goi ng t o mo ve i f we
d on' t g e t t o t he se n t e n c i n g p a r t , wh i ch i s t h e mo r e d i f f i c u l t
p art . We ' v e b e e n t a l k i ng ab o ut t h i s f o r y e a r s , may b e n ot i n a l l
aspects of the Legislature. He re are sentencing co mmission
studies from a numbe r of oth er states and, for example, the
state of Minnesota, which is th e ar e a or the sta t e in the
count r y wh i ch i s l o o ke d t o mo s t o f t e n b e c au s e i t ' s be e n t h e r e
the l o n g e s t fo r l on g i t u d i n a l s t u d i e s a n d d a t a on t h e i mp a c t o f
sentencing gu i del i ne s , t hey cont r o l t he i r p r i son p o p u l a t i o n
th rough t he i r s e n t e n c i ng gu i d e l i n e st r u c t u r e . I t h i n k t h a t ' s a
m ore ef f e ct i ve way t han say i ng we ' r e j ust goi ng t o c l os e a
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